INVASIVE SPECIES  rorHomeownss

ASIAN JUMPING WORM

|BACKGROUND |

Earthworms might ba a Tnandly
sight in gardans o your Favone el
for catching Nish, bul most oarh-
worms in the norheasi U.S. ae
non-native.  Jumpesg  worms, &
group ol spacws onginally Trom
ASIE, 4Ne INvasng spocos hal allor
soil qualitios and maka it inhospits
bl for soma plants and animals

upger armganic layer of soll, which
lzachas nutngnis and omdes the
ground, This makos # hand for many
plants (inchiding garden plants) 1o
grow and threatens aven tha most
wall-tended lawns. Whal's worse—
hemans sprosd worms wilhoul nealic
ing It, carmying jumping worm egg
cased [cocoona) in aol, mulch, potied
plants, Wndscaping equipment, and
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Thay do this by consuming tha evan the treads of shoas and lires
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IN A NUTSHELL

KNOW THE WORM |

Life r_'_ftl'é‘: Moal jumping worms have an annual life cycle, In
thy spring thay hatch from poppy-sead-sized cocoons and aftor
T0-00 days becoma mature and can produce new Coooons, n
e lwle Tall, adults ded bul the cootons oser-winbar 1o stan tha
next ganeration,

When jumping worms invade, they cansume
and degrade soll which threatens the future
of gandens, forests, and lawns.

Jumping worms are often spread by people
through mulch, compast, gardening toals,
and treads.

;cf-';;':“ Behavior: Thoss worms
200 thrash wildly and cflen Stop the spread! Use our checklist (pg. 2) to

jurmp or flip over be warm-smart.
Somatimas thivy
cast off the end of
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Castings: Thair castings
{lecos) appear ke coarse
coffee grounds tha! criaaie a

o0l [yir bBabaman bl GElar
and minersl el baneath. =

Look-alikes: Jumping worms might be confused with another inva-
sive wiormn, the nighlcrpwder (Lombricus spp. )l Both can b lnge with
dirk coloring, Jurmging warm adulis have a Smoath milky-while collar
(elitellurm) chosa o the haad and [ 1416 sogmenis away), whorsas
mighicrawiers have a reised penk-ned collnr mone coantrad along the wonm s
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